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On November 12th, 1815, Daniel and Margaret Livingston Cady welcomed their 8th

child, Elizabeth Cady Stanton.1 While studying law with her father, Stanton discovered the

discriminatory laws against women, and she was determined to get equal rights for her gender.2

Stanton wanted to win women the right to vote, but also wanted changes in marriage and divorce

laws, dress, and educational opportunities.3 Elizabeth Cady Stanton worked tirelessly to

communicate that women should have equal rights to make decisions about their life and

circumstances. She communicated her powerful message through conventions and written works.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton met Lucretia Mott while on her honeymoon in London. They

became fast friends and promised to call a woman's rights convention upon returning home. In

1848, “Stanton and Mott held the first Woman’s Rights Convention at Seneca Falls, New York.”4

This event marked the beginning of the women’s rights movement.5 Stanton wrote and presented

the “Declaration of Sentiments” to elevate women’s role in society.6 It was based on the

Declaration of Independence to “parallel the struggles of the founding fathers with those of the

women's movement,”7 and revised part of the declaration to say, “We hold these truths to be self

evident: that all men and women are created equal.”8 She talked about how both genders have the

rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,9 and how men and women should be treated
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equally.10 In 1851 Elizabeth Cady Stanton met Susan B. Anthony, who was also a women's rights

activist. Stanton often wrote speeches for Susan B. Anthony to deliver. They co-founded the

National Woman’s Suffrage Association in 1869.11 In 1887, the National American Women’s

Suffrage Association (NAWSA) was formed by combining the National Woman Suffrage

Association, and the American Woman Suffrage Association, 12 and Stanton was president.13 “The

strategy of the newly formed organization was to push for the ratification of enough state

suffrage amendments to force Congress to approve a federal amendment.”14

Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote many speeches and addresses to communicate that men

and women should have equal rights. She presented the “Address on Women’s Rights” at a

Seneca Falls Woman's Rights Convention. She talked about how men treat women poorly, and

how it is time for women to be equal with men.15 Stanton wrote “The Solitude to Self” as her

resignation speech from her role as president of the NAWSA. She talked about how if women are

citizens, she must have the same rights as all other members, and how women are their own

person, and are not dependent on men.16 “Stanton circulated petitions through New York to urge

the New York Congress to pass the New York Women’s Property Act.”17 The New York Married

Women’s Property Act protected the rights and property of married women. Elizabeth Cady

Stanton helped coordinate a campaign to communicate that married women should have more

17 Michals, Debra. “Elizabeth Cady Stanton.”

16 Stanton, Elizabeth Cady. “The Solitude to Self.” Woman’s Rights Convention, Seneca Falls,
1848. Speech.

15 Stanton, Elizabeth Cady. “Address on Woman’s Rights.” Seneca Falls Woman's Rights Convention,
Waterloo and Farmington, New York, 1848. Address.

14 The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica. “National American Woman Suffrage Association |
American Organization.”

13McGill, Sara Ann. “Elizabeth Cady Stanton: Explora Secondary Schools.”

12 The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica. “National American Woman Suffrage Association |
American Organization.” Encyclopædia Britannica, 14 July 2016.

11 Michals, Debra. “Elizabeth Cady Stanton.”

10 Stanton, Elizabeth Cady. “The Declaration of Sentiments.” Seneca Falls Woman's Rights Convention,
July 19, 1848, Seneca Falls, New York. Speech.



rights.18 Stanton wrote to the editor of the New York Tribune about Marriage and how it was not

equal. An unmarried woman can “make contracts, sue and be sued, enjoy the rights of

property…” but in marriage she is “robbed by law of all and every natural and civil right.”19

“Temperance and Women’s Rights” was presented on June 1st, 1853 to fellow women’s rights

suffragists. Stanton talked about the Women’s Temperance Society and what their goals were. A

quote from the speech is, “Let it be clearly understood, then, that we are a woman's rights

Society; that we believe it is a woman's duty to speak whenever she feels the impression to do

so; that it is her right to be present in all the councils of Church and State.”20

Elizabeth Cady Stanton gave an “Address to the Legislature of New York”, stating

women are citizens, yet they do not have the same rights as men. She talks about marriage and

how that is not fair, and how a child is a property of the father.21 On February 8th, 1861,

Elizabeth Cady Stanton gave the speech “On Divorce” to the Judiciary Committee of the New

York Senate. The topic was revising divorce and marriage laws so women could be equal to men.

“A man, in the full tide of business or pleasure, can marry and not change his life one iota; he

can be husband, father, and every thing beside: but in marriage, woman gives up all.”22 Stanton

wrote the “Address in Favor of Universal Suffrage for the Election of Delegates to the

Constitutional Convention”, and presented it on January 23rd, 1867. She brought up that women

and black men are taxed, so they should be represented. Women are taxed, yet they are not
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represented by women in the government.23 “The Address to the First Anniversary of the Equal

Rights Association” was given on May 9th 1867 by Elizabeth Cady Stanton. She talked about the

right to vote, and how having the right to vote is a gift. “I would draw a line half way between

our poets and law-makers… and place woman [sic] neither at man's feet nor above his head, but

on an even platform by his side.”24 Elizabeth Cady Stanton gave her speech, “The Destructive

Male”, at a Women’s Suffrage Convention in Washington D.C. She talked about how the male is

“overpowering the female element everywhere.”25

Stanton was an editor for a Newspaper called The Revolution. The Revolution was the

head voice for the National Woman's Suffrage Association. On the paper’s masthead, they boldly

declared, “Men their rights and nothing more; women their rights and nothing less.”26 The paper

included essays about equality and the vote for women.27 Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B.

Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage wrote the “Declaration of Rights of Women of the United

States” and presented it on July 4th 1876. It talked about how women and men should have equal

rights, women should be tried with a jury of women, and women should be represented in the

government.28 Elizabeth Cady Stanton gave her speech “Our Girls” many times over the years.

She talked about the difference between the young boy and the young girl's childhood. She

communicates with the girls and says that they are beautiful and they should get a good

education and become employed.29 Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda
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Josylyn Gage wrote three volumes of the History of Women’s Suffrage from 1881-1885.30 This

project contained primary source documents that talked about the american woman suffrage

movement, but not all thoughts were completed. “The first volume, which appeared in 1881,

recounts women’s earliest attempts to achieve equality with men. Volume II (1882) charts the

suffragist movement from 1861 to 1876, focusing on the social role of women during the Civil

War. Volume III (1887) summarizes laws, including the enfranchisement of women in Wyoming

territory, that were indicative of the movement’s victories.”31

Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote the “Protest Against the Unjust Interpretation of the

Constitution” in 1886. In this manuscript, she voiced her beliefs that women should have the

right to vote, and denying that right is plainly wrong. Stanton declared, “half of the people of the

United States are women, yet they are allowed no voice.”32 Stanton wrote a review in volume

one of The Arena Magazine in 1890. Her segment was called Divorce versus Domestic Warfare.

She speaks out to the readers and says divorce and marriage laws need to be the same for both

genders, and in marriage the husband and wife must stand as equals.33 Stanton wrote “The Civil

and Social Evolution of Women”, and Susan B. Anthony presented it to the World’s Congress of

Representative Women at the Chicago Columbian Exposition of 1893. The message

communicated in this speech was that women should realize that they are citizens and have

rights. Referring to women, she said, “more than all, they must be made to see that they are of

the people, and that the state belongs equally to them with men, and therefore must claim from

them intellectual recognition and moral support.”34 “The Ethics of Suffrage” was read for

34 Stanton, Elizabeth Cady. “The Civil and Social Evolution of Women.” World’s Congress of
Representative Women at the Chicago Columbian Exposition, Chicago Illinois, May 16,
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton at the World’s Congress of Representative Women at the Chicago

Columbian Exposition of 1893. The message of this speech was women's suffrage means

equality for men and women, and a complete revision of the government, religion and social

life.35 Harriet May Mills delivered the “Hearing before the Committee on Judiciary of the House

of Representatives” for Stanton on February 13th, 1900. The message of this speech was

equality, and how women shouldn’t be treated differently because of their gender. She also

wanted Congress to pass an amendment declaring that citizens that are not represented in the

government should not be taxed.36

Eighty Years and More, Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s autobiography, was published in 1898.

Eighty Years and More focuses on Stanton's “personal challenges and triumphs.”37 The book

features a deeper look into Stanton’s life, and the people she met while campaigning for equality

for women. Elizabeth Cady Stanton “assembled an international committee to re-interpret the

bible’s message.” This work became known as the bestseller, The Women’s Bible.38 The Women’s

Bible is a book in which the committee analyzed the Bible, took out the bible verses that

mentioned women, and revised them.39 Stanton revised the Bible to “determine what it really

said about women.”40 She thought that women's suffrage couldn’t progress until Christianity was

revised.41 Some people however, were not happy with The Women’s Bible. People were angry

about the mixing of women’s rights and faith,42 and even some of her fellow women’s rights

42 “God In America - People - Elizabeth Cady Stanton.”
41 “God In America - People - Elizabeth Cady Stanton.”
40 Ibid p. x.
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activists stopped associating with Stanton, for fear that her radicalism would hurt their

movement.43 The National American Woman Suffrage Association dissociated itself from the

work, and some members of the clergy denounced it as “the work of Satan.”44

Elizabeth Cady Stanton worked tirelessly to communicate that women should have equal

rights to make decisions about their life and circumstances. She communicated her powerful

message through conventions and written works. Stanton proposed a “constitutional amendment

guaranteeing women the right to vote.” This amendment was brought up to Congress for forty

years, and was finally passed eighteen years later on August 26th 1920. This became the 19th

Amendment. Stanton died on October 26th, 1902, 18 years before her work was finished.45

Women now have the right to vote, they are equal with men in marriage, they can file for

divorce, and children have an equal education in the U.S. Feminism didn’t end when Elizabeth

Cady Stanton died, there are still feminists today. Some examples are Malala Yousafzai, Oprah

Winfrey, Kamala Harris, Hillary Clinton, Michelle Obama, and more. Women have the same

rights as men, thanks to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who defied the odds and helped America

become the country it is today.46
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