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Introduction 
    The first paragraph should explain which insect you studied and why you 

are interested in studying it. Tell how learning the information you studied can 

benefit you or others.  Try to get your reader interested in reading the essay and 

the research report. Some interesting approaches for the first paragraph: 

• tell a story that explains how you got interested. 

• make a comparison. 

• explain a scientific principle, term or process that the problem illustrates 

or makes clearer. 
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In the first part of the essay, you share what you learned about your 

insect's role in the living community. You'll describe the kinds of 

habitats where your insect population is found. You'll share an 

account of what your insect population eats and who preys upon it. 

You will explain how the insects adapt to their environment through 

specialized structures and behaviors. You will outline the insect's life 

cycle. Finally, you'll explain how you intend to raise your population 

inside (or outside) your home or at the school. 

 

Body 

    The second, third, fourth and fifth paragraphs will explain any 

background information that is helpful or necessary in order to best 

understand your topic. Write one paragraph on each of the following 

topics: 

• Anatomy and specialized adaptations of your insect of your 

insect 

• Life cycle of your insect.  Be sure to describe how to recognize 

each stage.  This is usually really important to help you gather 

and helps your reader interpret the data in your investigation. 

• Native habitat of your insect 

• Living requirements—a description of how to raise the insect 
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