Find Out More About the Parables: The Project

Research
The first step of the project is to become familiar with the characters, plot and major theme/meaning of as many parables as possible.  Think about 4WH as you take notes on the parables.  Make a chart with these headings:

	Parable Name
	Citation
	Characters
	Plot
	Theme or meaning

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


You need to take notes in your journal on a MINIMUM of 15 parables to start with.  

Be sure to start with parables you HAVE NOT studied.
Select a Project Idea:
Games

Include at least 15 parables.  Higher quality games include MORE parables.
· Make a Board Game (Monopoly or Candy Land style) that includes question cards, destinations, etc. 

· Web pages or computer game or quiz.

· Isaac Asimov style quiz

· Golf style.  Each time the answer is correct, the player gets closer to the hole (or basketball style—each correct guess gets you closer to the goal.

· Jumbled Parables.  Match those parts in the “name” column with the correct answers in the “character” and “actions” column.

· Game show (live presentation or on DVD). Ideas for game shows:

· Who wants to be a Millionaire?

· Are you smarter than a 5th grader?

· Match the song—Select a song and play it.  Contestants try to match it to one of four suggested parables. (Example-- Play “This Little Light of Mine”.  This song is based on the following parable: (a) The Lost Son, 

(b) Lamp Under a Basket,  (c) The Hidden Treasure or (d) The Leaven.  Answer: b)

Story Telling

Select 5 to 8 stories that are connected because they are all variations on a similar theme or meaning. (For example, The Lost Coin, The Lost Sheep and The Lost Son all speak of God’s joy in the sinner who returns.) Use parables that were NOT studied in depth in class.

· Animated story strip or story board that tells each of 5 – 8 related parables.

· Video or DVD of puppet show, skit or Claymation production of the 5 – 8 related parables.

· Storybook of 5-8 related parables.  Include several illustrations and a clear, well-written story.

· Newscast that includes several related parables described in the style of a modern news story. (Yesterday evening friends and neighbors celebrated with this woman as she recovered a much-sought silver piece.  “It is a tenth of my assets and I lit a lamp and looked carefully everywhere until I found it,” she exclaimed. This story has been compared with the way that God rejoices over one sinner who repents.  In other news, music and dancing was heard for miles last night as a forgiving father’s foolish son finally returned from his ill fated quest for fame and fortune. . .)

Timeline—Important Deadlines

June 1
Typed plan is due.  This needs to include a full detailed description of your project.  List the parables that will be included and specific details about the type of project you are doing.  Select the presentation date.

June 3
Presentations  (Story books, storyboards, board games, etc. can be displayed during the Morning News.

or 6
They will not need a formal presentation.)

Work Quality Guidelines:

· Spellings of character names and other words are accurate.
· Sentences are complete and punctuation is accurate.

· Plot summary correctly describes all events (who, what, when, where, how and why—if known) of the story.

· Themes/meanings are identified and checked.

· The common theme that connects the stories in a collection is identified clearly.

· Answers to quiz questions are supplied.

· Oral presentations are clear; speakers maintain eye contact with their audience.

