Dear 8th Grade Parents,

We are excited to have the chance to work with the College Preparatory Math (CPM) for 8th grade Algebra I this year.  Mrs. Wintz came to us with experience and expertise in CPM, and is a trainer for teachers who are learning to teach CPM.  At first I asked her to continue with the Carondelet Algebra I materials, and to incorporate the instructional methods of CPM.  Integrating the two programs was more difficult than I imagined, and I felt like I was tying the hands of an expert, rather than allowing her to do what she does best.  Mrs. Wintz has seen students gain a renewed interest and excitement about math with CPM.  She hears students saying,  “Is math over already?” And she no longer hears, “When are we ever going to use this?”  Recently Mrs Wintz was offered the chance to pilot the CPM textbooks and ancillary materials here at Carondelet, at no cost to us.  The CPM curriculum meets the State Standards for Algebra I.
 Some information about CPM:

· College Preparatory Mathematics (CPM) is a middle grades and secondary mathematics program that integrates basic skills and topics with conceptual understanding and problem solving strategies to achieve a complete and balanced mathematics curriculum.
· The CPM curriculum uses a variety of teaching methodologies, including lecture, class discussions, manipulatives, and structured study teams. During class, students are actively working on guided investigations, much like "math labs," to develop mathematical concepts and problem solving skills. Teachers lecture regularly and summarize lessons based on observed needs of the students.

· Basic skills and procedures are practiced as exercises over several weeks as well as integrated into challenging application problems.
We feel the CPM Curriculum is a good fit for us because:

· The CPM curriculum places unique emphasis on both basic skills and problem solving strategies. Where other mathematics programs emphasize only the mechanics of mathematics, the CPM materials develop the basics while encouraging students to understand ideas, see relationships between them, and apply mathematical principles to complex problems.

· CPM courses prepare students for the global marketplace they will face after graduation, either in institutions of higher learning or in the job market.

· Our 8th grade class is a bright group, and they need to be challenged in math class.  The CPM instructional methods allow for a variety of learning styles to succeed, including cooperative project work for our very socially inclined group.

We would like to meet with any 8th grade parents who are interested in learning more about College Preparatory Math.  Please join Mrs. Wintz and I for coffee and a presentation on Tuesday, October 4th at 8:30 am in her classroom.  

Thanks much and I hope to see you Tuesday,

Sue Kerr

